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Letter
from the

President

Sincerely,

Myoungmi Kim

President & CEO

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Welcome to the 52nd KCS Gala: Rooted to Rise—a celebration
of our shared commitment to strengthening and uplifting our
community. For over 50 years, Korean Community Services of
Metropolitan New York (KCS) has been dedicated to providing
essential services in healthcare, education, social services, and senior
care. Tonight, we honor that legacy while looking ahead to a future of
even greater impact.
This year marks an exciting milestone as KCS joins forces with the
Korean Community Center (KCC) in New Jersey. This merger
strengthens our ability to serve more families and expand essential
services across state lines, ensuring a lasting impact for generations to
come.
None of this would be possible without you—our friends, donors, and
partners—who believe in our mission and empower us to grow. Your
steadfast support fuels our work, enabling us to break barriers, foster
integration, and build a stronger, more inclusive community.
On behalf of KCS, I extend my deepest gratitude for your generosity
and trust. Thank you for being part of this journey.



 

Our Mission &
Vision
Our envision is a world where immigrant communities remain
grounded in their heritage and work together with the broader
community to build a better society at large. Our mission is to be a
bridge for Korean immigrants and the wider Asian community to fully
integrate into society and overcome any economic, health and
linguistic barriers so that they become independent and thriving
members of the community.



 

Honorees

Dr. Peter Na is a renowned psychiatrist and
Yale University professor celebrated for his

profound impact on mental health through his
research and community work.

He has appeared in numerous media outlets, 
including interviews with TIME and BBC, 

where he has called for a concerted national 
effort to tackle the stigma surrounding mental 

health and mental health services. Dr. Na is 
also the author of two best-selling books in 

Korea.

Chef Edward Lee is a Korean-American chef,
author, and restaurateur. He was born in
Brooklyn.

He is currently the chef and owner of 610 
Magnolia in Louisville, Kentucky, and Shia in 
Washington, D.C.

Recently, he appeared on Netfl ix’s Korean
cooking competition show “Chef’s Table:
Korea,” where he reached the fi nals,
demonstrating his deep understanding of
Korean culture and cuisine.



 

Vivian Lee is an Emmy-winning TV
journalist, creative director, and

host of The 5 Of Us Podcast.

Cefaan Kim is a talented
correspondent at ABC News.

Emcees



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala

   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



   

52nd Annual Gala



D I A M O N D

   

52nd Annual Gala
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KAREN & SAMUEL CHOI
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JULIE & JASON CHON

CATHERINA PARK

HWAN YOON CHUNG & 
SUH KYOUNG YOON
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G O L D

OASIS FOUNDATION
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GENE KANG
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JENNY CHUNG ART ADVISORY

NEIL & MICHELLE PARK

STELLA TSAI

MICHELLE CHUNG
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